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CHAMPIONING THE VOICE OF SEND FAMILIES

My name is Kafayat Eletu. I am the Vice Chair of
the Greenwich Parents Carers Participation Forum.
I am a mum of three gorgeous children who keep
me on my feet throughout the day. Two of my
children have SEND and have taught me valuable
skills I am a HLTA and work closely with children in
schools. I am a very amiable, loving and caring
person who enjoys outdoors, nature, travelling,
reading and sports. I really enjoy supporting
friends and families with vulnerable children thrive
and access needed resources and opportunities
thus am a strong advocate and voice for many in
this SEND journey.
Recently we have been working to ensure that
assessments for the Education Health Care Plan,
EHCP are improved. We like you are concerned
about long waiting times as well as the need to
improve the entire process. We are also keen to
ensure that the LA work closely with families and
schools to ensure that CYP are well supported and
receive appropriate SEN support while waiting
and that communication is improved amongst all.
I lead on training for parents and co- lead with
others on EHCP and SENDIASS. Collectively, we
work together, meeting monthly to make things
happen. With your support, it has been a
remarkable experience and I implore you to join us
at our Open Forum meetings, thank you so much.

Kafayat Eletu
Vice Chair
Upcoming Open Forum Meeting:
Friday 16th July, 10am - 12pm
Topic: Information on the Short
Breaks Service and other activities
available for SEND families over the
summer holidays.
Click here to join

Advisory Group Update
The advisory group have been busy working with SEND outreach at the LA to
make improvements to the Local Offer website and newsletter so that it is more
user friendly. Please let us know what you think about both of these. We have
started looking at the EHCP pathway with Dianne Osborne, Head of SEND
Reviews to talk about the process and improvements needed.
As chair, Rachael attended a meeting with the National Network of Parent Carer
Forums' Department of Education representatives to look at national data & see
how Greenwich fits into the annual SEN 2 data gather.
Our Early Years Lead Leanne is looking at the pathway from diagnosis to
community care with Stacey Ratcliff, paediatric epilepsy nurse and has also set up
a meeting on housing with the SEND baby and toddler group. Inadequate
housing is one of the biggest issues facing SEND families in the borough.
The process of recommissioning the borough's SENDIASS service continues and
advisory group members are involved in the process. We also held a Covid summit
on the 21st of April to feedback the experiences of SEND families during the
pandemic and to share information with the LA and Health.
Housing Open Forum Meetings
On the 25th and 29th of June we held 2 well attended forum meetings with
Councillor Anthony Okereke, Cabinet Member for Housing. Key officers from
Disability and Home Improvement, Tenancies, repairs and Allocation services were
also in attendance to hear directly from parents about their lived experiences and
difficulties they are experiencing. We also received information about RBG
housing and homelessness strategy 2021-2026.
It was agreed that the GPCPF would set up a SEND housing forum in partnership
with Cllr A Okereke and officers from RBG and health to focus on the specific
needs of our SEND families whether they are living in council, privately rent or
home ownership with the view to providing clearer and transparent processes
and support. If you would like to be involved, contact our lead on housing Lilian
Odim lilian.odim@greenwichpcpf.org or 07852101492.

We also held a Covid summit on the 21st of April to feedback the experiences
of SEND families during the pandemic and to share information with the LA
and Health – many of the recommdations made about ways to improve our
SEND families will be included in to RGB new SEND strategy for children and
young people and their families development plan. This will be a live
document where we will be reaching out to our membership to take place in
workstreams groups.
After the summer holidays we are working with Greenwich Healthwatch and
Community Paediatric to look at the medication review process. If you've
experienced a delay in medication review, especially if it was because of
Covid, please contact us at admin@greenwichpcpf.org
Membership Update
We are pleased to say we now have 112 new members representing our
diverse SEND community. If you would like to be kept up to-date click here.
To claim your free members wellbeing packs while stocks last, contact
admin@greenwichpcpf.org

George at Asda launches
schoolwear for children with
specific needs – including autism

George at Asda has become the first
supermarket in the UK to sell school
clothing designed for children with
specific or sensory-sensitive needs,
such as autism.
The new range is called Easy On Easy
Wear and it’s available to buy now.
In designing these garments, Asda says
they’ve ‘undertaken extensive research
with customers and charities to ensure
our clothing is suitable.

SEND Baby/Toddler
Support Group
SEND Baby/Toddler
Support Group is a
friendly, supportive,
parent-led group for
babies and young
children aged 0-3 with
additional needs. This
includes babies who've
spent time in intensive
care, toddlers with
developmental delays,
and young children
with special needs or
disabilities.
For more information
click here

Exciting new
programmes available
with the Short Breaks
offer
The Royal Borough of
Greenwich has updated
it's Short Breaks core
offer, with a range of
new and returning
organisations providing
activities from 1st April
2021.
Short Breaks are
available for children
and young people who:
are aged 4 - 17
live in Greenwich
AND have an
Education, Health
and Care plan
(EHCP)
For more information,
click here

TAS The Anchor
SENDfriendly Centre
The Anchor
SENDfriendly Centre is
an independent
provision centre for
children and young
adults ages 2-25 years
old with special needs.
They have incorporated
Communication/Langu
age, Personal, Social
and Emotional
Development and
Physical Development
within a safe space for
children and young
adults with SEND.
For more information,
click here

WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR WHAT YOU THINK
Have your say. Let us know about your lived experiences, what’s working
well and what could be improved.

Get in touch
As we are all parent volunteers with
a child or young person with SEND,
our time is precious! We are
currently developing ways to ensure
we are effective at responding to
queries and requests for
information.

Please bear with us and we will let you
know more about our administrative
and infrastructure support very soon.
For now, please contact us by
email at admin@greenwichpcpf.org
or call Carol Foyle on 07852 101492.
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