
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

27 August 2021 
 

 

 

Dear Headteacher 

 

We are writing to update you on the actions we are taking to encourage young people 

aged 16 to 17 across Royal Greenwich to take up the offer of the COVID-19 vaccine. 

 

As you may be aware, the NHS is now offering a first dose of COVID-19 vaccine to all 

young people aged 16 and 17 in England, in addition to the ongoing efforts to vaccinate 

those aged 18 and over. The vaccine offered will be Pfizer-BioNTech and parental consent 

isn’t required. This will provide around 80% protection against hospitalisation. Protection 

could be even higher as younger people respond better to vaccines and some will have 

already had the COVID-19 infection, meaning their protection level could be even greater. 

 

In south-east London, young people aged 16 and 17 years can get a vaccine in one of two 

ways: 

 

• by attending a grab-a-jab walk-in clinic www.nhs.uk/grab-a-jab. 

• through a direct invitation to book from a healthcare provider/s. 

 

Those within three months of their eighteenth birthday and everyone over the age of 18 

also have the option to book through the National Booking System, by calling 119, or 

booking an appointment online at www.nhs.uk/covid-vaccination.  

 

Some children aged 12 to 15 who are at increased risk of serious illness from the COVID-

19 infection are also eligible for the vaccine. Parents will be contacted by a local NHS 

service such as their GP surgery or hospital to arrange their appointments. 

 

We are hoping you can assist us in our ongoing efforts to boost uptake of the vaccine. We would 

like to request your support in sending out the attached letter to the parents and carers of 16 to 17 

year olds enrolled at your setting.  We have also attached some text that we are asking schools to 

place on their websites, to encourage young people to get vaccinated. 
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NHS South East London CCG will also be holding a webinar to answer any questions you 

or your health and wellbeing leads may have about this process, which will feature 

representatives from Public Health and the South East London Vaccination Programme. 

Further details, including timings, will be shared in due course.  

 

The answers to the most frequently asked questions about the COVID-19 vaccination 

programme in south-east London can also be found online at 

https://selondonccg.nhs.uk/what-we-do/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine/faqs  

 

Thank you for your support. 

 

With kind regards 

 

 

 
 

Steve Whiteman, Director of Public Health 

https://selondonccg.nhs.uk/what-we-do/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine/faqs

