
  

 

25th May 2020 
What’s going on this week? 

 
Internet and media companies should do more to tackle the spread of misinformation as 
falsehoods have increased during the coronavirus pandemic, fact-checking organisation Full Fact 
said in a report released early May. "Bad information ruins lives,” Chief Executive Will Moy said. 
"Here in the UK, we have seen misinformation take hold in the form of fake cures, spurious claims, 
conspiracy theories and financial scams." 
Companies Twitter, Facebook and Google said they had promoted authoritative information on 
the pandemic and increased efforts to stop misinformation. "Our entire company is focused on 
tackling the challenge of misinformation on our service," Twitter's UK head of government, public 
policy and philanthropy, Katy Minshall, told a committee of British lawmakers. 
 

This week’s news story: https://reut.rs/2Svc9PD 
This week’s useful video: www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51271837 



 

 
 

Main question: 
Should we always believe what we hear from the news? 

 

Listen, think, share 

• Read through this week’s story and talk about where you hear about the news. How often do 
you read, hear or watch what’s happening in the news? Do you believe everything you read? 
What signs might lead you to question the information? 

• Do you think in current times, people need to be even more wary of what they share or believe 
online? 

• Before people had access to the internet, do you think fake news would still have been an 
issue? Do you think it is more or less of an issue in modern times? Discuss why you think that. 

• Have you ever shared a news item that you weren’t sure if it was true because you thought it 
looked interesting?  

• Do you think it is the responsibility of social media platforms to check if news shared on their 
site is true? If not, whose responsibility do you think it should be? 

• Are you familiar with the term ‘clickbait’? The dictionary definition is, ‘Something (such as a 
headline) designed to make readers want to click on a hyperlink especially when the link leads 
to content of dubious value or interest.’ They are quite often shocking or outrageous. Do you 
find these links enticing or do you tend to ignore them? 

• Many newspapers will attract attention by having a powerful headline, often these are 
accused of being misleading. Why do you think they do this, and do you think they should be 
allowed to do this? 

• Can you make a list of websites or platforms that you would describe as containing ‘credible 
news stories’?  

• How do you check to see if something you have heard about in the news is true? Do you think 
you can ever know 100% if something is true? 

• If a news outlet either online or in print, is found to have published false news, do you think 
this should be a crime? Why?  

• It was announced in 2019 that later this year, every pupil in England will be taught about how 
to look after themselves online, including being taught about ‘confirmation bias’ and ‘how to 
evaluate what you see online’. Can you think of any fake news information or content that 
would be useful to be taught in schools? 

 
 

Further questions for discussion 
 

• Do you think that news should have to be verified before being shared on social media? 

• Can you think of different reasons as to why people would make up fake news stories?  


