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3rd April 2020 Governor Update COVID-19 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
The most unusual end to a school term in living memory for us all.  
We are existing in exceptional times.  
We very much appreciate the protection and care that you are taking of your children at home. Home 
with own families is the safest place for most children. Your child is with people that know best to help 
and keep them protected from this Coronavirus pandemic. Over a million people are confirmed 
cases, and likely to be millions more undiagnosed too. We need to keep this in check by isolation 
at home for a few more weeks. This will help save lots of lives and we all need to make this sacrifice 
for the many it will help save, including vulnerable children, adults and elders. The virus takes no 
prisoners and attacks any sorts of weaknesses very rapidly, preventing recovery for many. It is our 
public duty to isolate to protect our families, friends and community. 
As you are all aware, we are still in the midst of the ‘Series of Restrictions’ on people’s movement 
including all schools now closed over the UK and all social interaction and social distancing that is in 
place in order to try to slow the virus’s spread and its devastating impact upon us all. 
 
Health and Safety Executive advice 
As an employer of our own staff, we act under the guidance of the health and safety at work 
executive and they have issued us with up to date advice. People must always stay 2metres (6ft) 
away from other people. Only go outside for food, health reasons or work. Do not meet others, even 
friends or family. You can spread the virus even if you don’t have symptoms. 
This advice we must follow can be found here... 
https://www.hse.gov.uk/news/social-distancing-
coronavirus.htm?utm_source=govdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=coronavirus&utm_te
rm=social-distancing-2&utm_content=digest-2-apr-20 
Currently, despite our best efforts, we have not got the necessary personal protective equipment to 
keep our staff safe from pupils or staff that may be sent in transmitting or infected with the virus. 
Therefore, we cannot yet protect and keep all our staff or pupils safe in our school. We are expecting 
deliveries of ordered equipment next term. Research is indicating that face masks, worn properly is 
likely to be equally as effective or more effective than distancing. Staff will feel much more confident 
when we have an adequate supply available to protect them. 
 
Staffing Situation 
We have very significant number of staff not at work. Many are looking after vulnerable members of 
their families and a large number whom themselves are displaying symptoms, some seriously ill in 
hospital or recovering.  
Therefore, it will be some time until they are fit or safe to return to work, without risking their own or 
their close family’s health further. This situation and pandemic will go on for months still. The situation 
will get worse before it starts to get better. We cannot predict the course of this pandemic or the date 
by which schooling will return to ‘normal’ but keep everything under active review. 
 
 
We can slow the impact down especially upon our family directly by taking and following government 
advice and socially isolating ourselves and staying at home. 
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Confirmed Cases of Coronavirus in our School Community  
We have had families of children in the school who have confirmed cases of Coronavirus and they 
are still recovering. We do not yet know the full extent of their contact with others. 
We have friends and staff close relatives who have been in recent and direct contact with staff, who 
have sadly recently died of Coronavirus in the last week. Our condolences go out to them all. 
We have staff admitted into hospital and we are hoping they recover enough to get discharged soon. 
Therefore, the situation is extremely grave and serious. The number of cases confirmed in our 
postcode area has now exceeded 250 but only a tiny fraction of those with the virus, will have been 
tested. 
 
Active and dynamic risk assessment in force 
Governors are meeting with senior staff regularly to monitor the situation and have agreed to meet 
again later in April. They are monitoring our risk assessments; we have agreed to limit our on-site 
provision until staffing numbers have increased and equipment is available to protect them and your 
children. Therefore, we will continue supporting individual pupils remotely and work with the local 
authority, health providers and social care to monitor and share information, including any 
safeguarding concerns you have or report. Our pastoral team members will continue to be in touch 
with families over the next few weeks.  
 
Teaching and Learning offer on website- Home Learning 
Teaching and support staff have been producing work online and is available on our website for your 
young people to continue to learn and be motivated by as best we can. This will continue to be 
developed by our staff remotely. Please look at ‘home learning’ section on the website. We have 
relevant teaching resources there for your child to use at home. These are being updated regularly, 
so please check out the school website whenever you can. 
If you have any concerns or any difficulties, over Easter, please now refer them to 
mailbox@charltonparkacademy.co.uk  
 
We will write and update you again on the 1st May, following our next governors meeting. 
We hope that, despite the current difficulties, that you all manage to have quality family time this 
Easter and get outside to enjoy the natural beauty of seeing how winter moves to spring moving 
towards summer. Enjoy cleaner London air, less pollution and warmer days ahead. 
 
Many thanks for your support and understanding, 
Graham Harknett -Chair of Governors 
Mark Dale-Emberton- Principal 
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